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ATLANTIS
Atlantis was an island that existed many thousands of years ago but no one knows where it was or even if it really existed.

Many people believe that Atlantis was the start of all civilizations, because the founders of Atlantis were half god and half human. Those people were clever and had a great culture. They created an advanced civilization and became a great naval power. The island contained gold, silver, and other precious metals. Numerous exotic plants and animals lived there. 
Atlantis was first described by the Greek philosopher Plato in about 400 BC. He believed that it was destroyed over 9000 years before by a volcano and it was buried under the sea. Many people since Plato have argued that some of the people who lived on Atlantis escaped and went west – and there founded some of the great civilizations of South America, such as the Mayas and the Incas. 

There have been many guesses about the location of Atlantis. Some say it was in the Atlantic Ocean, where the Azores Islands are now, and that these islands are the mountain tops of the old Atlantis. Others say it was the island of Santorini in the Mediterranean, which was destroyed by a volcano in 1400 BC. More recently, divers have discovered buildings under the sea near the Bahamas, which they believe were made by people.

No one has solved the mystery of Atlantis, and we probably never will 
solve it.

Task 1.

               Mark these sentences True (T) or False (F)

1. The scientists are not sure Atlantis was a real island.



2. The people of Atlantis were probably intelligent.




3. They were good sailors.









4. Plato wrote about Atlantis 9000 years ago.





5. Some people from Atlantis could reach South America.


Task 2.
                            Choose the correct answer A, B or C

1. The people of Atlantis probably were
A
half dog and half human
B
half bird and half human
C
half god and half human
2. According to the text the people of Atlantis

A
built their own well-developed civilization
B
represented space civilizations
C
communicated with other civilizations
3. The island was very rich because of
A
the international trade
B
the natural resources
C
the high technologies
4. What fact was NOT mentioned in the text?
A
the island was home for rare wildlife
B
they had an advanced art and culture
C
there was a great capital city on the central island
5. Plato believed Atlantis had been destroyed by

A
an earthquake.

B
a volcano.

C
a hurricane.

